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Appendix C. Algerian National Movement Group Strength Data 
 

 
Year Hierarchy Evidence for Movement Hierarchy 

   

1944-
1945 

L1: AML 
C2: PPA 
C3: AAU 
C4: PCA 

Abbas founded the AML, whose alliance had the most supporters (~500,000)1; 
Abbas’s group led the united movement, although the PPA won some votes over 

Abbas’s group at the AML Congress2, while the AAU held political sway via 
cultural institutions3, PCA had slightly fewer members than the PPA (8,500 vs. 

9,000)4 

1946 

L1. UDMA  
C2. MTLD 
S3: PCA 
S4: AAU 

The MTLD had more members (150,000) than UDMA (100,000)5, but the UDMA 
performed better in elections, as it won 11 of 13 seats for nationalist parties in the 

French Constituent Assembly elections in June 1946 (MTLD abstained)6, while the 
MTLD won 5 of 15 seats in National Assembly Elections in November 1946 

(UDMA abstained)7; the AAU and PCA had far fewer votes, winning 0 and 2 seats, 
respectively, and the PCA’s 2 seats were due to UDMA endorsement8 

1947 

L1. MTLD  
C2. UDMA 
S3: PCA 
S4: AAU 

The MTLD received 31% of the nationalist vote in municipal elections as opposed 
to the UDMA’s 27% and PCA’s 4%,9 while the MTLD had more members 
(150,000) than UDMA (100,000) and far more than the PCA and AAU10 

1948 

L1. MTLD 
C2. UDMA 
S3: PCA 
S4: AAU 

In elections for the the new Algerian Assembly the MTLD won 30% of the vote (9 
seats), the UDMA 18% (8 seats), and the PCA 2% (0 seats)11; French electoral 

fraud prevented exact assessment, but the outcome is in line with other membership 
and voting data 

1949 

L1. MTLD 
C2. UDMA 
S3: PCA 
S4: AAU 

After the MTLD withdrew its candidates, the UDMA got 10% of the vote for the 
General Council and the PCA 3%12, membership remained unchanged and best 

measures of support were from the 1948 elections 

1950 L1. MTLD UDMA got 11% of the vote for the Algerian Assembly as MTLD abstained13, some 
estimates put MTLD membership (20,000 total, 1,500 active OS militants) far 
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C2. UDMA 
S3: PCA 
S4: AAU 

above that of UDMA (3,000)14, although CIA estimates placed them within 1/3 of 
each other 

1951 

L1. MTLD 
C2. UDMA 
S3: PCA 
S4: AAU 

Significant French electoral fraud briefly led to a united movement; in the 
fraudulent elections, the UDMA “won” 9% of the vote, slightly more than the 

MTLD’s 8% and the PCA’s 3%15 

1952 

L1. MTLD 
C2. UDMA 
S3: PCA 
S4: AAU 

UDMA membership began to decline, and the group won only 5 municipal seats as 
opposed to 25 for the MTLD16, CIA (over)estimated the PCA’s membership at 
15,000, but that was below 1/3 of their estimate for the MTLD and UDMA17 

1953 

L1. MTLD 
C2. UDMA 
S3: PCA 
S4: AAU 

In municipal elections, the MTLD won 19% of the vote (408 seats), the UDMA 
won 12% (289 seats), and the PCA won 4% (49 seats)18, MTLD had up to 20,000 

militants, including 7,000 in France19 

1954 

L1. MTLD/MNA 
C2. UDMA 
C3. Centralists 
C4: PCA 
C5. FLN 
S6: AAU 

A split with the Centralists weakened the MTLD as 27 out of 30 members from its 
Central Committee left to form a new group that was nonetheless smaller than the 
MTLD20; MTLD now had 10,000 militants in Algeria and 10,000 in France, along 
with 35 million francs21, PCA had thousands of supporters but no militant wing22, 

FLN started the revolution with around 500 fighters and topped out just over 3,000 
militants, with additional members and supporters23; UDMA won 5 seats in 

Algerian Assembly elections, MTLD boycotted, and PCA ran but won 0 seats24 

1955 

L1. MNA 
C2. FLN 
C3: UDMA 
C4. Centralists 
S5: PCA 

The FLN gained strength during the year, rose to the second strongest group with 
6,000 fighters and 15,000 auxiliaries and 200 members in France25, getting within 

striking distance of the MNA’s 20,000 members (thousands of which were 
imprisoned by the French), although far behind its 60,000 supporters in France26; 
the PCA formed a few small autonomous militant groups while the UDMA and 
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S6: AAU Centralists struggled to maintain their members and autonomy amid increasing 
defections to the FLN.27 

1956 

L1. FLN 
C2. MNA 
S3. PCA 
S4: AAU 

The French recognized that the FLN had surpassed the MNA by 1956, estimating 
29,500 fighters for the FLN vs. 20,000 for the MNA28; the PCA’s armed wing of 

200 fighters was merged into the FLN, although the PCA remained a separate 
party29; the Centralists and UDMA dissolved their groups and joined the FLN30 

1957 
L1. FLN  
C2. MNA 
S3. PCA 

The FLN grew to at least 38,000 fighters (the majority in Tunisia and Morocco) vs. 
24,500 for the MNA (15,000 of which in France)31; FLN had 30,000 monthly 
financial contributors in France vs. 19,000 for the MNA32; after most AAU 

members joined the FLN in 1956 and the FLN took AAU funds, the group ceased 
to exist in 195733 

1958 
H1. FLN 
S2: MNA 
S3. PCA 

FLN became the hegemon with 60,000 fighters, and even the lowest FLN estimate 
of 46,000 fighters puts it well above three times larger than the MNA’s scattered 

hundreds in Algeria and 4,000 in France34; the FLN received 50 million 
francs/month from 90,000 contributors in France and 16.7 billion francs from Arab 

states vs. 14.2 million francs/month for the MNA from 9,000 contributors35; the 
PCA remained a subordinate with no hope of challenging the FLN in members, 

funds, or support 

1959 
H1. FLN 
S2: MNA 
S3. PCA 

The French estimated the FLN at over 42,000 fighters as the MNA continued a 
steeper decline (estimated at 8,000 members) due to deaths, defections, and a lack 

of new recruits36; the FLN had 22 billion francs while the MNA pulled in 14.2 
million francs/month37 

1960 H1. FLN The FLN lost more than half of its combatants since 1958, but still had 20,000 
fighters (the lowest estimate is 8,000), compared to fewer than 300 for the MNA38 
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S2: MNA 
S3. PCA 

1961 

H1. FLN 
S2: MNA 
S3. PCA 
S4: FAAD 

The FLN maintained 45,000 fighters and at least 6,000 in Algeria with over 
100,000 more non-combatant members39; FLN received over 500 million 

francs/month from the diaspora in France alone, giving the FLN more than ten 
times the amount of members and funding as any other group40; FAAD’s few 

hundred members were jailed, killed, or joined the FLN41 

1962 
H1. FLN 
S2: MNA 
S3. PCA 

The FLN had 46,000 fighters and 27 billion francs at the end of the war, while the 
MNA and PCA were spent forces politically and militarily42 
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